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was innocent in intent; but poor Jane and her husband Guildf ord
Dudley remained in separate prison lodgings in the Tower. Suffolk
was released the first days of her reign; for his wife, her cousin,
lady Frances Brandon, threw herself at the queen's feet and de-
clared he would die if penned in the Tower. Mary gave her his
liberty on promise of fidelity.

Margaret Douglas, then wife of Matthew Stuart earl of Lennox,
near to the Scottish throne, was sent for out of Yorkshire, and
with her son lord Darnley, loaded with gifts and h< >nours. Lady
Margaret was made the queen's first lady. Like her mistress, she
was a E/oman Catholic ; she brought up Darnley in bigotry, but
with a learned education; he was then about nine years old, and
letters of thanks to his patroness, queen Mary, are extant in
beautiful writing, with translations in Greek and Latin.

The coronation of the queen took place, October 1,1553. She
was ill with her chronic sufferings, and in such pain as to have to
lean her head on her hand under the weight of her jewelled
diadem. Her sister Elizabeth was present, and one of her father's
widows, Anne of Cleves; both were treated with distinction,

The trial of lady Jane Gray and her husband took place at
Guildhall, in November; they pleaded guilty, and were sentenced
to death, but remanded back to the Tower, and respited as long as
the public peace continued. This custom had been prevalent since
the accession of the Tudors. In the reigns of Edward IY.,
Eachard III., Henry TIL, and Henry Till., most insurgents
were placed under these tantalizing sentences; few escaped.
Early in 1554 the queen, who had been very ill since autumn,
made known her engagement to Philip of Spain, who was to be
but nominal king, interfering in nothing with the parliament and
laws of England. Nevertheless, violent insurrections broke out,
one led by Sir Thomas Wyatt, and one by the duke of Suffolk,
the queen's lately liberated prisoner, who proclaimed his daugh-
ter as sovereign. The city being besieged on the Southwark
side by Wyatt, who pointed cannon at the Tower, the queen
went to Guildhall, where she harangued the lord mayor. She
took barge, and was rowed near enough to see the defences
of the Tower, and then returned to "Whitehall Early nest day,
February 7, Wyatt, who had raised his siege, marched round by
Brentford, and invaded the west end of London. The fiercest
attack was made at the back of West-minster palace, the principal
defence of which was the ancient castellated portal leading to the
abbey, called the " Gate house." Queen Mary, at the u\pst alarming
crisis of the assault, stood in the gallery of the Gate house: the
palace then was in the utmost danger* for she saw her guards